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the Great 284 Merciful Go of 
Heaven and 


K ene > the Shepherds, 2 voice to the aer 
| . oe the ſtout - hearted Sinners. 


For bebe, has faith che Lon p God, I even 1 
will ſearch. Eagland with candles, and puniſh thoſe 
that arg Ride on their lees. 


And now, O ye She herds, hear the word of the | 
Loxny For as I hveſaith the Loa p Gop, . wy 
require my flock- at your hands. 


O ye Sheep, hear the word of the Lox, and now 
begin to trim your lamps, and prepare, for the 
perry of the bridegroom. draweth nigh, and the 

of 'Gop's wrath draweth near and haſteth 

ty therefore tremble, O Sinners, at the pre- 

ce of the Lord, and ſees. him while he may 

be found ; for Except you repent, you muſt all 
Wang ſo be p cmd rar God. 
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TO THE 


READER. 


ND nw, my Friend, I fear you will 


| Sayings ; but if ye know the goodneſs and wiſ-. 
dom of God, this little Book may be called the 


Love of God to the Souls of Men; for at 


laſt you may find oil to heal every wound that 
Sin has made, and then ye will have cauſe to 
bleſs and praiſe God that you have ever ſeen 
this little Boak ;, for it is à true and ſincere 
call to Sinners, . that they may repent and 
carefully look after their own Salvation : and 
in my next Book you ſhall bave a full and 
Plain inſtruction bow you may keep np in the 
ways of GOD, 
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think Ibis title Book is full of hard 
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A 
SMALL VOICE 


To the Prorr E of 


JANUARY, 1749. 


— Earth, earth, earth, hear the word 
of the Lon p, and do not neg- 


medſſengers and believe the truth, 


and let the Lo RD gather you under his 
wings, and then you will be ſafe in the 
arms of his love, from all the evil that is 
coming upon the earth. But, O ye 


let his counſel, but receive his 


people, how hard is it to make you believe 


that there is even now freſh Revelations 
from heaven unto Man about the things of 
Gop, and what he is now about to do; 
yet I muſt tell you many things about this 
Church and Nation, and what it is that 
the Lo RD would have you to believe and 
do, even now if you deſire to eſcape his 
judgments and to be ſaved by his mercies, 
for a dreadful black cloud ſtill hangs over 
this land, and if it ſhould burſt it will make 


| us to quake and tremble, and ſink down 


like the city of Lima. O, Sirs, have you 
forgot that dreadful day? And now I muſt 
alſo tell you a little about the coming of the 
people called Methodiſts, and what was the 
firſt cauſe of their coming ; together with 
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many other things as concern this Church 
and Nation : and at laſt, in few words, I 
mult tel] you how you may get into a ſtate 
of Salvation and ſo eſcape Gop's wrath, 
and alſo how you may know when ye are 
in a true ſtate of Salvation, and this will 


prove to you the greateſt happineſs as you 


can find upon earth; and it is high time 
for every one to look after this : for wick- 
edneſs is ripe, the meaſure is full and run» 
neth over in many places: and O how 
dreadful will it be when Gop ſhall ſearch 
the world for Sinners, then they only will 
be the happy people as have made their 
peace with Gop, through Jesus CHRIST 
our Lord. 

O v Sinners! be perſwaded, do not 
trifle with your everlaſting Souls, do not 
forget your own Souls, do not neglect your 
Salvation any longer ; but fear Gop and 
ſeek him early, O ye young people: for 
it is a bleſſed thing to remember your Crea- 
tor in the days of your youth, and old 
people need not deſpair if they can repent 
and believe in God's mercies; but this is 
hard work for old age, ſo do not leave 
your greateſt work to do at laſt, you that 
are not yet come to old age. And now, O 

e rich people, here is a word from the 
Lon o unto you alſo, for the Logp would 
not that you ſhould periſh, if ye will ſub- 
mit to come in at the low door of faith 

and repentance, and take care not to truſt 
in your uncertain riches, for they will do 
; i you 
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(5) 
you no good in the next world, except you 
do much good with them while you are 
here; but one thing muſt be ſaid to you as 
1s needful, and that is too often ſeen, for 
when rich people die they commonly leave 
their riches to thoſe as have no need of 
them, and ſo do no good with them nei- 
ther in life nor death : whereas when the 
come to die and muſt leave all behind them, 
if they would ſeek out for poor, ſober, ho- 
neſt people to leave it to, this would even 
force Go p to ſhow them mercy through 
Jesus CHRISTH; this would be laying up 
treaſures in heaven. And now, O ye poor 
people, here is a word for you alſo, for to 
be poor and wicked is the moſt miſcrable 
of all people, for ſuch are miſerable in this 
world, and that which is to come ; and how 
many ſuch do. we ſee daily, who can curſe 
and ſwear, and go on in all forts of wick - 
edneſs, though they are as poor as Job; and 
theſe ſure had better never be born, than 
to live and die ſo: O may the Loxp give 
you grace to turn your hearts, and conſider 
your miſerable caſe, and to ſeek for mercy, 
grace and faith, to turn you from your evil 
ways. And now I have called you all, both 
old and young, rich and poor, now I muſt 
tel] you a little about this Church and Na- 
tion, for ſurely the Lok d'hath ſhewn me 
theſe things, and now requires I ſhould 
make them known; and though I have been 
many years writing about them, yet ye 
ſeem as if ye did not know what I have 
written, ſo now they ſhall be printed, that 


— ———— — A Gt w—_ b 


o —ͤ—õ—— uc —— 


ee — — 
1 
* 


3 
ye may know them better; for about twelve 
years ago, according to the ways of Gop, 
it pleaſed the Lok Þ to look down from 
heaven to behold the things that was done 
upon earth, and lo, he found the ſtate of 
this Church and Nation to be very bad, 
for all true religion was grown fo ſtarce 
that it was hardly to be found, and the truth 
and heart of the Goſpel almoſt hid or loſt 
among the Chriſtian profeſſors, ſo that 
true zeal was grown cold, and the ways of 
Gop grown dark amongſt us, ſa moſt 
people lay dark and dead in treſpaſſes and 
ſin, as if they had not heard of the Goſpel, 
nor of Jzsvs CHRISH who came to lave 
Sinners; and by this great neglect of the 
Goſpel-grace, fin was got to ſo high a pitch 
that it cried to heaven for vengeance 3 and 
when -Juſtice looked down and Taw the de- 
plorable ſtate of this Nation of people called 
Chriſtians, he faid unto Mercy, do you 
ſee how theſe people called Chriſtians live? 


do they at all live like Chriſtians? are they 


not Gentiles ſtill, fulfilling the defires of 
their own will, and living after their own 
hearts Iufts, and know not me, ſaith the 
Lox? ſurely they have only a name to 
Iive, while they are dead, dead in treſpaſſes 
and ſin, being ſtrangers to Gop and aliens 
from the life of Jzsvs CHRIST: for do 
they take any care to obey my Goſpel? or 


do they regard their own ſouls, for which 
| I have paid fo dear a price? yet do they 


take any care to keep their baptiſmal vows 
as they made, to fight againſt the world, 
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the fleſh and the Cevil? for do they not 


ſpend their time in all fort of wickedneſs ; 
m pride, in high living, in breaking my 
Sabbaths, and in doing their 6wn pleaſures 
on my holy day? is not curling, ſwearing, 
whoredom, drunkenneſs, lying, backbiting, 
malice and revenge, and evil-ſpeaking, de- 
ceit and guile, diſobedience to parents, to 
maſters and miſtreſſes, to rulers and go- 
vernors, and indeed all ſorts of wickedneſs, 
to be found in this land of people called 
Chriſtians ? do they not flight my mercies, 
diſregard my word, grieve my Spirit, tram- 
ple upon the blood of the covenant, and do 
deſpite to the ſpirit of Grace ? ſo that my 
foul hath no pleaſure in them, ſaith the 
Lord Gop of hoſts ; ſurely it ſtill repent- 
eth me that I have made man, and was 
chere not a few as fears, loves, and ſerves 
me, I would curely deſtroy them all, ſo 
cut off this ſinful Nation from the earth: 
why ſhould they live to cumber the ground, 
ſeeing they bear ſuck evil fruit? for ſure 
my Church is become unto me as a tree 
that hath nothing but leaves, or the fruit 
it doth bare is only wild grapes or figs, ſo 
bad that they cannot be eaten; or like fiſh 
being fed with wrong diet, when they come 
to be opened, make the beholders fick tg 
ſee them, much more to eat them; and 
thus it is with my Church, or rather with 
the hearts of the people as drink in, eat 
and ſwallow down fin and falſe doctrines, 
and theſe defile the ſoul and make the heart 
wi. A4 _ deipes 
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was ready to deſtroy us in his wrath for 


(8) 


deſperately wicked: who can know it? but 


I Lorp ſearch the hearts and try the 
reins, to ſee what every one's reward will 
be; ſo let theſe ſinners be cut off from the 
earth, that others may fear and turn unto 
me, Then Mercy roſe up and pleaded for 
them, ſaying, O my Father, do not deſtroy 
them yet, till I ſee whether they will re- 
turn or no, for in ſome there is hope, ſol 
will ſend out my ſervants to ſtir them up, 
and to give them warning, and to tell them 
of thine anger, and how they may eſcape it 
if they will believe and receive the counſel 
as is given them, if not, then let them be 
cut down: and the Lord Gop did ſo, and 
ſpared the people of England; and raiſed 
up and ſent out his ſervants more than 
common to call them to repentance and 
faith in CHRIST Jxsvs, and to reſtore thoſe 
things of the Spirit as have been long loſt, 
through the frailty of nature, and too great 
a love of the things of the world; and 
from this came up theſe deſpiſed people 
called Methodiſts, and for this end was th 

ſent, namely, to reform this Nation from 
its dead and dark ſtate of fin and carnal ſe- 
curity as it was fallen into; and though 
they have many lies and falſe reports raiſed 
on them, yet the work is of Gop, and doth 
and will proſper z and bleſſed will they be 
as believe and receive it, becauſe it was the 


free and unmerited mercy of God to this 


Nation; and at ſuch a time when Juſtice 
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our crying fins and diſobedience to his goſ- 
pel, and great neglect of our own ſalvation 
and therefore now it is no wonder that we 
ſee the judgments of Gop fly about us as 
they do; ſince ſo many of this nation, in- 
ſtead of taking 3 and fearing Gop, 
a 


and turning to him by faith and repentance, 
they are ſtill in their fins and fighting againſt 
God, by deſpilingand neglecting thoſe very 
things as are done, to ſcreen them from his 
wrath, But, O ye people, I muſt tell you 
that this is a day of ſalvation to all that be- 
lieve, and a ſure viſitation from the Lox n 
to try and prove you, whether you will turn 
unto him or no: and when the ſpace of time 
as is given you to repent and turn to Go 
is ended, then the Lo RD will ſurely ſend 
his meſſenger to ſee how you have improv- 
ed it; if you have improved it well, by 
believing and turning to Gop with your 
whole heart, then happy will it be for you, 
but if ye do not, then fin lieth at your 
door, and will fink you down to hell, ex- 
cept ye repent z ſo now be perſwaded, fear 
Gop, and do not deſpiſe his meſſengers, 
but take warning while ye may, and fly 
to the Lok D while he may be found; do 
not neglect his counſel, but call upon him, 
and beg for the gift of his holy Spirit to 
turn you from darkneſs to light, and from 
the power of Satan unto Gop, before it 
is too late : for it is a dreadful thing to fall 
into the hand of Gop when his wrath is 
kindled againſt you, for our Gop is a 
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ter you had never been born, than to loſe 


(30) 
conſuming fire to thoſe as fear him not, 
nor take no care to obey his Goſpel, but 
delight in wickedneſs and rebellion againſt 
Gop, and Jzsvs CHRr1sT both God and 
man, who came into the world to fave ſin- 
ners, if they will be ſaved by him: but 
how will you. eſcape if you neglect ſo great 
falyation ? and of all people none will be 
fo miſerable in the next world as the wick- 
ed Chriſtians: O that ye were wile, that 
ye underſtood this, that ye would but con- 
ſider your own everlaſting Souls, For whet 
will you give in exchange for your ſoul ? bet- 


your Souls. So now be perſwaded, do not 
forſake your own mercies, but ſeek after 
Go, and your fouls ſhall live through Jz- 
zus Cunisr our Lord: and thus endeth 
the firſt Part of my little Book, 


AND now the next is to ſhew you 
how you may get into a ſtate of Salvation, 
and ſo be received into Gop's favour again, 
from which we have all greatly revolted ; 


and how you may know when you are in| | 


a ſtate of Salvation, as is the trueſt riche 
and will laſt forever. O ſinners, come, 

a new life begin, and Gop will ſhew mercy 
and pardon your fin : O fall at his feet anc 
for your ſins weep, and beg for a pardor 
at Jesvs's feet: O come and let us return un 
to the Lord, for he bath torn and he will bea 
as, be bath ſmitten and he will bind us up 
after two days be will revive us, in the thiri 
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day Be will raiſe us up, and we ſhall live in 
his fight ; then ſhall we know, if we follow 
on to know the Lord, that his going forth is 


prepared as the morning, and he ſhall come 


unto us as the rain, as the former and latter 
rain on the Earth, Hoſea vi. 1, 2, 3, Then 
ſhall the waters of Zion be poured over 
England, and the waters of life upon every 
true penitent ſinner; therefore now behold, 
for thus ſaith the Lox D, Return unto me, 
and T will return unto you, ſaith the Lon o, 
and forgive your iniquities and love you 
freely; but if ye will not be perſwaded, 
then I will whet my glittermg ſword of 
Juſtice, and come upon you as à thief in 
the night, and cut you off in your fins. O 
England, fear Gor, and hear what you may 
do to be ſaved; for though true it is the 
Chriſtian faith is ſo well known in England, 
that ſoon after children are born they are 
baptized into the faith of CuhRIS, and re- 
ceived into his fold, and if they die infants 
they are as ſurely ſaved as they are born ; 
but at our baptiſm, you all know, there 


is made a ſolemn vow that we ſhould kee 


Go p's commandments all the days of our 
lives, and fight manfully under CRRIST's 
banner againſt the world, the fleſh, and-the 
devil, but it is too too plainly ſeen that as 
we grow up we grow up in fin much more 


than in grace, and fo break Gop's com- 


mandments and our own vows too, and b 

fo doing we grieve the Spirit of Go p, fin 

away our firſt grace, and cauſe God's holy 
__ Spirit 
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Spirit to depart from us, and ſo plunge 


ourſelves into a ſtate of damnation, as bad 
or much worſe than when we was firſt born; 
for then we had only our original ſin to 
damn us, but now our daily actual tranſ- 
greſſions lies at our door, and if we die in 
this ſtate we muſt perth, there is no help 
for it; and this is the loſt ſtate as we fall 
into after baptiſm : and though ſome are 
greater ſinners than others, yet they as are 
the leaſt have more to pay than they ever 
will be able to pay; therefore now comes 
on repentance and remiſſion of ſins, but as 
we ſin away our firſt grace, ſo we cannot 
repent nor turn to Gop again without a 
freſh ſupply of his good Spirit to enable us 
ſo to do, therefore our Lok p has bid us aſk 
for his holy Spirit, and it ſhall be given un- 
to us : now the firſt work of the Spirit of 
God in our ſouls, is to ſhew us what great 
ſinners we be, that being convinced of fin, 
we may repent and cry for mercy, grace and 
faith, to turn our hearts from dead works to 
ſerve the living Gop; the ſpirit of Gop, as 
the candle of the Loxp, ſearches our hearts, 
and ſhews our known and ſecret ſins, both 
of thought, word, and deed, and this will 
grieve and trouble our ſouls, and make us 
to cry out and ſay, O Lord, what fhall we 
do to be ſaved ? for the ſight of our fins will 
ſhake our houſe of clay, and throw down 
all our pretended ſelt-righteouſneſs, and 
make us to cry out and ſay, God be merci- 


ful to me a ſinner, for now I ſee that in 


me dwelleth no good thing, for all m 


_rightecul- 


word of Gop again 
finneth, it ſhall die; this is the word of Gop, 
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(13) 
righteouſneſs is as filthy rags in thy ſight, O 
Lok p: this will make us to tremble and 
fear before Gop, leſt he ſhould cut us off 
before our peace is made with him; then 
we begin to ſearch and look about us, and 
ſtrive to forſake all our known and ſecret 
ſins, and go on in the ways of Go p, and 
the Spirit of the Lorp helps us forward 
ſo to do; and we begin to pray and to 
hear Go p's word, and to read it, that we 
may know what it is we ought to do ; and 
thus we go on from day to day till we find 
the Lord : for though we could now do all 
the will of Gop, and forſake all fin, yet when 
our hearts are rightly and truly wounded 
with a deep ſenſe and ſight of our fins, it 
makes us to feel a heavy load as we can 
no way remove, for it is the guilt of the 
ſins of our whole life, and till we are 
wounded with it, we cannot be healed ; 
but all true penitents do feel it, and groan 
long under it, and then they ſee they are great 
debtors to Gop, but have nothing to pay, 
for they cannot make an atonement for one 
ſin, no, though they have run up ten thou- 
ſand talents, yet the Lo R D muſt forgive 
them freely or they periſh : for this is the 
K them, The ſoul that 


and over the Sinner's head hangs a reveng- 
ing rod, and though they hear of a Sa- 
viour, yet they know not as yet that he 
will be their Saviour, yet the Loxp keeps 
them up in hope that he will; ſo they 
wait upon the Loxp in his own ways, till 
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Tt pleaſes Gop 2 Spirit to open their 

eyes 22 ſhew them Jesvs CHRIST, and 
vw he hath done to fave ſinners, and if 
they can believe aright, they may be ſaved 
by him; then this makes poor ſinners hearts 
rejoice, and lift up their heads, for their 
redemption draweth nigh then they cry, 
O Lord, we do believe, help thou our unbelief, 
O give us faith to lay hold on him! O 
bleſſed I æsus, hear our cry ! then the word 
of Gop tells them that Jzsvs CHRIST hath 


died to ſave them, and hath paid the debt 


of fin for them, by ſufferin . wrath of 
God in their ſtead, by fulfilling the whole 
and perfe& will of Gop in their ſtead, as 
they was no ways able to do, and then he 
died a painful and a ſhamefu] death, and 
ſhed his dear heart's blood to waſh their 
guilty ſouls from fin z and they that can 
believe in him Hall mot periſh, but bave 
everlaſting life; for he died for their ſins 
and roſe again for their juſtification, and 
by his ſtripes they may be healed and ſaved ; 
then the ſinners rejoice and pray, O bleſ- 
ſed Saviour of all that believe, behold we 
come unto thee, weary and heavy laden 
with the guilt and burden of the” ſins of 
our whole life: O that thou wouldſt waſh 
them all away in thy blood, that they way 
no more riſe up againſt us in judgment: 

D, in mercy cloath our naked ſouls 


in thy beſt robe, even the robe of thy 


own perfect righteouſneſs, for our righ- 
teouſneſs is but as filthy rags and cannot 


ſtand before Gop, O let our ſins be laid 
to 
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to thy charge, and let thy righteouſneſs be 
imputed to us, that by thy heavy ſtripes 
we may be healed, and received into thy 
favour again, from which we have deeply 
revolted and gone aſtray like loſt ſheep. 
O Lon hear, O Lon p forgive, O LoR D 
defer not for thy dear mercies fake, but 
hear our prayer, and let our cry come unto 
thee. Then the Lord hears the ſinners cry, 
and makes himſelf known unto them, and 
grants their requeſt, and gives them faith 
to believe in him; and being juſtified by 
faith they find they have peace with Gop, 
through J Esus CHRIST their Lord; and 
they do know it, for it is ſealed unto them 
by the holy Ghoſt ſent down from heaven 
into their hearts, and aſſures them of Gop's 
favour and pardon of all their fins, and by 
the grace of Gop they become new crea- 
tures, leading new lives, and ftriving to 
walk in all the ways of Gop, as is ſet be- 
fore them in the New Teſtament ; but not 
truſting in their own righteouſneſs, but in 
Jesus CHRIST alone for their everlaſtin 
ſalvation; and then ſtriving to pleaſe Gop 
by fighting againſt the world, the fleſh; 
and the devil, and perfecting holineſs in 
the fear and love of Gop; giving glory to 
Gop who hath done ſo much for them, 
and longing to declare unto others whar 
the Loxp hath done for their ſouls, that 
they may bring them in alſo : for this is the 
right and true way of the Goſpel repent- 
ance, and they that will not come to hea- 
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